The Presbyterian

First Presbyterian Church November 2025
PASTOR’'S NOTE: C.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), the noted
English author and philosopher, once said “The worst _
moment for an atheist is when he is really thankful and has
no one thank.” SERVING IN

As we anticipate the upcoming Thanksgiving Holidays, | NOVEMBER

am reminded of that quote once again when | consider that
Christians are blessed to know that they have God to thank
for the many blessings they have received. Sometimes, of
course, our lives seem to be not so blessed when
disappointments, financial and career setbacks, illness and
disease cloud our wellbeing. Even then, however, we can
be thankful that we are able to turn to God with our
burdens, seeking his strength and his mercy.

Even though Thanksgiving is not on the Church’s official
liturgical calendar, to me it is a very Christian holiday—one
during which we intentionally remember God’'s many
blessings in our lives as we bow our heads to pray in humble
gratitude. As a pastor, | list Easter Morning and Christmas
Eve as the most important celebrations of our Christian
faith. But | confess that Thanksgiving holds an equivalent
joy for me. Food, family, and, yes, football converge for a
joyful celebration of God’s many blessings as my family
gathers in person, or at least by Facetime!, to remember
that we love one another and that we are loved by God.

| pray that each and every member of our congregation,
together with their friends, family, and loved ones, has a
blessed Thanksgiving. Fortunately, this is an American
holiday that we do not generally celebrate with parties,
presents, and the other distractions that our society (but
not the Church!) has imposed on other sacred holidays.
Therefore, may you also find a quiet moment of peace,
whether around the dinner table, or gathered on the porch
or in the den, or even during a Zoom gathering, to be still

and know that our Triune God is our creator, redeemer, and sustainer of life. Consider
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reading Psalm 46 silently or out loud with others. And in that moment of peace and
stillness, let us give our burdens to God and count before Him our many blessings. Let
us thank God for the great bounty he has given us, and pray for forgiveness for the many

times, in our hurry and our hurting, we failed to do so.

God will hear our prayers. May he continue to bless us all with his love, his comfort,

and his peace.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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COLLEGE CARE PACKAGES

FPC+EC will once again be collecting items for our college
students. Due to the rising cost of mailing the care packages,
we will have them filled and ready for the student and/or
parents to pick up by November 23rd in time for the
Thanksgiving break. We plan to fill the boxes on November
12th at 5:30 p.m., and we ask for donations of
food/toiletries/gift cards, etc., to be brought to the church
office before then. Please let the office know if you will be
picking up a package and that we have your college student’s
name on our list.

USHERING IN 2026

It is time to set up our 2026 usher lists. We will again be using
just two ushers weekly and only asking usher teams to serve
for 2 weeks, rather than a whole month. Ushers can be men
or women, adults or youth. Usher responsibilities include
greeting worshippers as they arrive and handing out
bulletins, counting attendance, collecting the offering,
packaging the offering and delivering it to the church office,
and generally straightening up the sanctuary after worship
(including collecting communion cups if needed). We
have asked members to rotate in this role, but if you have not
been on the usher list and want to be; if you would like to
serve more than 2 Sundays; or if you are unable to serve,
please let us know!Contact the church office
(presbyterianec@gmail.com) or elder Lynn Reed.

FINANCE COMMITTEE NEWS

This month, the Session approved the preliminary asking
budget for 2026, and the Finance Committee has sent it out
to the congregation with pledge cards. Please prayerfully
consider giving to the church, and fill out the Pledge Card
and mail it in or bring to the Church office by Nov. 24. Thank
you to those of you who have already done so. Pledges help
the Finance Committee prepare our budget for
the upcoming year. Also, are you up to date with your 2025
pledges? We thank God for all our wonderful and faithful
members!!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

The cost this year will be $15.00 each. You may donate a poinsettia in memory or in honor of
loved ones. Just send a note how you would like to dedicate your poinsettias with your check
and all arrangements will be made. Mail your check to 203 W Calhoun, El Campo, TX 77437,
or you may drop it off at the church office or in the mailbox outside the Church office by Nowv.

25th.
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CHOIR CONTATA-DEC. — KARL PAOLETTI

The FPC Chancel Choir presents Christmas Carol Celebration, a cantata for choir and
congregation on Sunday, December 7th at our morning worship service.

BLESSING CUP, EC COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, let us share the great bounty we have received from
God with those in our midst who are less fortunate. The Food Pantry needs the following:
boxes of cereals, canned corn, green beans, peas, Chef Boyardee, boxes of spaghetti,
macaroni, and Hamburger Helper. In lieu of food, you can always donate by check made out
specifically to: The Blessing Cup — Food Pantry and drop it in the offering plate or send it to

the Church Office. Thank you.
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