
 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

El Campo, Texas 
April 20, 2025 

 

First Presbyterian Church seeks to provide a spiritual home that proclaims God's presence 

and love to all people by creating a welcoming environment for Christian spiritual growth 

through worship, fellowship, and education, joyfully celebrating God's love as disciples 

serving the community and the world. 
 

203 W. Calhoun   El Campo, Texas    979-543-3658 

www.firstpresbyterianelcampo.org    Facebook: firstpresbyterianelcampo 

He Is Risen — 
HE IS RISEN Indeed!! 



 

                                 

First Presbyterian Church 
April 20, 2025                   11:00 am         Resurrection of the Lord/Easter Day 

 

All Are Welcome to Worship at First Presbyterian Church! 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

PRELUDE     Variations on EASTER HYMN    arr. Dan Edwards, 2015 

                                The Handbell Choir             
 

WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: Rejoice and be glad:  

All: This is the day the Lord has made!  

One: Rejoice and be glad:  

All: Heaven and earth will never be the same! 

One: Rejoice and be glad: 

All: Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
 

*HYMN #232     Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 

One: Glory to you, O God: 

you have won victory over death,  

raising Jesus from the grave 

 and giving us eternal life.  

All: Glory to you, O Christ: 

for us and for our salvation you overcame death  

and opened the gate to everlasting life. 

One: Glory to you, O Holy Spirit: 

you lead us into the truth. 

All: Glory to you, O Blessed Trinity,  
now and forever. Amen. 

 

*LITANY FOR EASTER 

One: This is the good news we have received, 

 in which we stand, and by which we are saved: 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. 

The delightful 

handbell 

arrangement by 

Dan Edwards of 

the hymn tune 

EASTER HYMN 

provides our 

prelude this 

morning. With 

great dynamic 

contrasts that add 

dimension, a 

memorable two-

eighth-note / 

quarter-note 

motif, and a 

distinctive martel

lato section, this 

traditional Easter 

anthem becomes 

something 

wonderful and 

new! The hymn 

tune EASTER 

HYMN originally 

appeared in the 

John Walsh 

collection Lyra 

Davidica (1708). 



 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All: Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed!  

One: That Christ died for our sins, and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day.  

All: Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

One: He appeared to Peter, and to the twelve,  

and to many faithful witnesses. 

All: Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed! 

One: At last he came to us, that we might come to believe  

and proclaim this good news to the world. 

All: Alleluia!  The Lord is risen indeed!  
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

You call us to hope, Savior God, but we despair.  

You call us to work for peace, but we doubt its power.  

You call us to community, but we judge and shun.  

Transform us, Holy One, by the joy of this Easter.  

Let us celebrate this day as a new beginning and a new life. 

Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Christ conquered death to restore us to life.  

Live this resurrection.  

Believe in God, Friends!  

Believe the good news: 

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

HEARING OF THE WORD OF GOD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                     
 
 

 

 

 



 

                                 

 

 

 

*HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                                    Isaiah 65:17-25 

For I am about to create new heavens 

and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever 

in what I am creating; 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

and its people as a delight. 

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

and delight in my people; 

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. 

No more shall there be in it 

an infant that lives but a few days, 

or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered 

accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

They shall not labor in vain, 

or bear children for calamity;  

for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD— 

and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 

while they are yet speaking I will hear. 

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 

but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 

They shall not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain, 

                 says the LORD. 
 

One: The Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God! 

      

 



 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTHEM                         Risen Indeed!                      Allen Pote, 2020     

  

SECOND SCRIPTURE                                                      John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 

been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and 

the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two 

were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 

the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on 

Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 

in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 

they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 

bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 

white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 

the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 

standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 

said to was her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 

to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 

have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, 

“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to 

me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 

my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 

the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to 

her. 

"Risen Indeed!" by 

American choral 

composer and 

arranger Allen 

Pote is our choir's 

musical offering 

for Easter. With 

both words and 

music penned by 

Mr. Pote, this 

original anthem 

tells the Easter 

story in a dynamic 

way. The 

syncopation and 

rhythmic energy 

provides the 

festivity needed to 

celebrate the 

resurrection of our 

Lord--proclaiming 

that Christ is risen, 

indeed! 



 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON                    The Empty Tomb                  Rev. Jim DeMent 

John 20:2: “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 

know where they have laid him.” 
 

*HYMN #268     Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

CALL TO GIVE 
 

OFFERTORY                         Alleluia                    W. A. Mozart, 1773 

                   Ronda Paoletti, soprano; Richard Urbis, piano 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise Him all creatures here below.  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                               The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 One: In your mercy, 

 All: resurrect us, O God, 
 

 

 

"Alleluia" is the 

concluding piece 

in "Exsultate, 

jubilate" -- a four-

movement 

religious motet for 

soprano and small 

orchestra written 

by Wolfgang 

Amadeus Mozart 

(1756–1791). The 

work was 

composed in 1773 

in Milan, Italy, 

where Mozart was 

staying during a 

31-day run of one 

of his operas. He 

was 17 years old 

at that time. 

Musicologist 

Stanley Sadie 

called the 

"Alleluia" "a jewel 

of a piece with its 

high spirits and its 

wit ... like no 

other piece of 

Mozart's." The 

entire text of 

"Alleluia" consists 

of the single word 

of the title. 



 

                                 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN  #1     Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

 

*CHARGE  
 

*BENEDICTION  
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

And his righteousness, 

And all these things  

shall be added unto you,  

Allelu, alleluia! 
 

Ask and it shall be given unto you.  

Seek and ye shall find. 

Knock and the door  

shall be opened unto you.   

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                           Marche Festiva                    David Lasky, 2016 

 

One License A-736067; CCLI #11514120 & 2046772 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Rev. James DeMent, Interim Pastor 

Dr. Karl Paoletti, Choir Director 

Ted Lashley, Music Director 

Jeff and Mindi Snyder, Colby, Shelly and Matthew Smith, Ushers 
 

THIS WEEK AT FPC:    

Monday, April 21                  6:15 p.m. – Session Meeting 

Sunday, April 27                   11:00 a.m. – Sunday Worship 
 

Prayer List    

Linda Collins   Cay Krueger Scheumack 

Dr. Bill & Deida Bourne Charlie VanEman 

Esther Bender   Marion Lurker 

Becky Chomout 



 

                                 

 

Pastor’s Note 

Our church has a rich tradition of decorating our Chancel with lilies for this 

special worship service to celebrate the glory of Easter morning. 

The Easter lily bursts with symbolism.  For centuries, the white lily has 

symbolized the purity and innocence of Christ.  The white color signifies peace, hope, 

and purity.  The trumpet shape of the Easter lily also presents the image of a trumpet 

sounding the message that Jesus has risen, urging us to celebrate this joyful Easter 

season of renewal and rebirth.   

Two thousand years ago, Jesus said, “Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

clothed like one of these” (Matthew 6:28).  The glory of the lily is a proper 

complement to the glory of Easter morning! 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

 

Class of 2025 

                  Jessica Erwin                                                       Lance Lurker 

                  Kim Mickelson                                                    Layton Raun 

                  Jackson Clapp – Youth Elder 

 

Class of 2026 

                   Jimmy Barger                                                     Donnie Clapp 

                   Donnie Kainer                                                    Mindi Snyder   

                                                            Class of 2027 

                   John Kalina                                                        Ester Latapie           

                   Elizabeth Rasmussen     

                                       

CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Pastor – Rev. James DeMent 

Choir Director – Dr. Karl Paoletti 

Adult Music Director – Ted Lashley 

Financial and Administrative Assistant – Diane Barger 

Communications Assistant – Leigh Ann Neel 

203 W. Calhoun St., El Campo, Texas 77437 

 979-543-3658 

www.firstpresbyterianelcampo.org 

Facebook:  firstpresbyterianelcampo                      


