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All Are Welcome to Worship at First Presbyterian Church!

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
CHIMING OF THE HOUR

PRELUDE Immortal, Invisible  arr. Nigel Williams, 2019

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:  The voice of the Lord is powerful and full of majesty.
All: May the Lord bless us with God’s Peace!
One:  The voice of the Lord proclaimed Jesus as God’s beloved.
All: In our own baptisms, we are claimed as God’s beloved.

*HYMN #41 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! (stanzas 1, 3, 5)
*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God,
you show no partiality,
yet we are not always as tolerant and accepting.
Forgive our intolerance,
and help us to see as you see,
that we may be found acceptable in your sight
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON/DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
One: God has forgiven us of our own sins
and set us on new paths.
Let us remember our baptisms
and trust in God’s mercy
to restore our right standing as God’s own.
Believe in God, friends!
Believe the good news:
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
All:  Thanks be to God!
*Please stand in body or spirit.

First Sunday after the Epiphany

Immortal,
Invisible — The
tune ST. DENIO
began as a lively
Welsh folk
melody before
being adopted
into hymnody in
the 19th century.
Nigel Williams’
2019 organ
setting highlights
the tune’s natural
brightness, giving
it a sense of
confident,
forward-moving
praise. Its
rhythmic vitality
mirrors the
hymn’s
celebration of
God’s eternal
light and majesty.
This prelude sets
a joyful, dignified
tone as worship
begins.



*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father,
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
World without end. Amen. Amen.

HEARING OF THE WORD OF GOD

CONVERSATIONS WITH THE CHILDREN
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
Here is my servant, whom [ uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.

Isaiah 42:1-9

O Worship the
King, All Glorious
Above! — Rooted
in Psalm 104, this
hymn praises God
as Creator and
Sustainer. The
tune LYONS,
likely from the
1760s and often
attributed to J.
Michael Haydn,
brings a bright,
courtly lift that
matches the text’s
joyful reverence.



SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

SERMON
Acts 10:34: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality...”

*HYMN #761

See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,

I tell you of them.

One: The Word of the Lord
All:  Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name."

One: God always blesses the reading
and hearing of Holy Scripture.
All:  Thanks be to God!

A Change of Heart Rev. Jim DeMent

Called As Partners in Christ's Service

Called As Partners
in Christ’s

Service — Written
in 1981, this hymn
calls us to shared
ministry shaped by
compassion and
justice. Its familiar
tune, BEECHER
(1870), lends
warmth and
singability to the
text’s call to action.
Together they
remind us that
discipleship is both
agiftand a
responsibility.
BEECHER was the
original tune for
"Love Divine."

The Comforting
Spirit — This gentle
medley weaves
together two
beloved African
American
spirituals: “Nobody
Knows the Trouble
I've Seen and
“Deep River.
Eugene Butler’s
arrangement honors
their emotional
roots, moving from
quiet lament to a
longing for peace
and rest. The
piano’s warm
harmonies bring
out the spirituals’
message of God’s
presence in
hardship. It offers a
moment of
reflection and hope
during the offering.



RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

CALL TO GIVE

OFFERTORY The Comforting Spirit  arr. Eugene Butler, 2000

*THE DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God the Holy Spirit
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves
and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
Amen.

PRAYER CONCERNS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
One: Lord, in your mercy,
All:  hear our prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN #32 [ Sing the Mighty Power of God

[ Sing the Mighty
Power of God —
Originally written
for children, this
hymn celebrates
God’s creative
power with joyful
simplicity. The
lively German tune
ELLACOMBE, first
published in 1784,
gives the text a
bright, dance-like
character that invites
all ages into wonder.

Marche in D—1J. L.
Battmann was a
prolific 19th-century
French organist who
wrote hundreds of
shorter, practical
pieces for parish
musicians. This
Marche comes from
his Bibliothéque
Religieuse (1873), a
collection designed
to give organists
accessible yet
spirited music for
worship. The piece
combines a bright,
ceremonial theme
with the clarity of
the French classical
tradition. It sends the
congregation out
with uplifting
energy.



*BENEDICTION

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Seek ye first the kingdom of God,
And his righteousness,
And all these things
shall be added unto you,
Allelu, alleluia!

Ask and it shall be given unto you.
Seek and ye shall find.

Knock and the door

shall be opened unto you.

Allelu, alleluia!

POSTLUDE Marche in D Jacques-Louis Battmann

One License A-736067; CCLI #11514120 & 2046772

WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. James DeMent, Interim Pastor

Karl Paoletti, Choir Director

Ted Lashley, Music Director

Andrea McCann and Becky Chomout, Ushers

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: Please sign up in the Church Narthex.

THIS WEEK AT FPC:

Sunday, January 18 11:00 a.m. — Worship/ Fellowship Dinner
Prayer List

Dr. Bill & Deida Bourne Charlie Van Eman Avely Miller
Esther Bender Steve Porter Adam Catete
Colby Hauser Scott Mollnar Bro. Rick DuBroc
Suzanne Hauser Sue Ritz

Sue Zanne Urbis Cindy Kovar

Sunday, January 18" — Fellowship Dinner
The January Fellowship Dinner will be held after Worship Services on January 18™.
Bring your favorite dish and enjoy the fellowship!



Pastor’s Note

Our Bulletin cover is a painting by the French artist, Chales Poérson (1609-1666). It
is entitled “St. Peter Preaching in Jerusalem,” and the original hangs in the St. Peter Chapel
in Notre Dame de Paris.

In this morning’s Scripture reading from the Acts of the Apostles (undoubtedly
penned by the same author who wrote the Gospel of Jesus Christ According to Luke), Peter
is speaking to the Gentiles in his final missionary sermon, as he prepares the way for Paul’s
missions to the nations, meaning, essentially all the non-Jewish communities of the world.

This particular sermon is dramatic for it represents a change in Peter’s original
conviction that those who were to follow Jesus still had to obey the old Jewish dietary laws
distinguishing between and “clean” and “unclean” food. After an encounter with Cornelius,
a Gentile, and a vision in which a heavenly voice told him, “What God has made clean, you
must not call profane,” Peter realized that it was not for him to call anyone profane or clean
(Acts 10:1-33).

Have you ever had an occasion in your life when you realized that you had to let go
of a deeply held belief, a prejudice? Has the Holy Spirit ever moved you to realize, as Peter
did, that some deeply held belief was wrong in a Christian context? As we enter the New
Year, now would be a good time for us to examine some of our “cherished beliefs” in light
of God’s universal message of love and forgiveness. Perhaps it is time for us to have a
change of heart about something that is contrary to the Good News we have received in
Jesus Christ.

Congregational Meeting following today’s Worship Service

Pursuant to a call by the Session in accordance with G-2.0803 of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) Book of Order, notice is hereby given of a Congregational Meeting of the members
of First Presbyterian Church of EI Campo (FPC+EC) to be held at the conclusion of the
11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, January 11, 2026.

The purposes of the Meeting will be, first, to consider a report from the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) regarding their nomination of a person whom they believe has been called
by God to serve as the pastor of FPC+EC, commencing on or about March 1, 2026. At this
Meeting, the PNC will present biographical and other background information on their
nominee, and they will be prepared to respond to any questions or comments that members
of the congregation may have. After the presentation of the PNC’s report, a vote will be
taken to call the nominee identified by the PNC to serve as the minister of FPC+EC.



CHURCH OFFICERS

Class 0f 2026
Jimmy Barger Donnie Clapp
Donnie Kainer Mindi Snyder
Youth Elder: Porter Beechwood

Class of 2027
John Kalina Ester Latapie
Arlette Pustejovsky Elizabeth Rasmussen
Class of 2028
Shawn Beechwood Debra Hamman
Melba Clapp B.J. Swenson

CHURCH STAFF
Interim Pastor — Rev. James DeMent
Choir Director — Karl Paoletti
Adult Music Director — Ted Lashley
Financial and Administrative Assistant — Diane Barger

Communications Assistant — Leigh Ann Neel
203 W. Calhoun St., El Campo, Texas 77437

979-543-3658

www.firstpresbyterianelcampo.org
Facebook: firstpresbyterianelcampo



