
 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDER ORDINATION AND INsTALLATION 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

El Campo, Texas 
November 30, 2025 

 

First Presbyterian Church seeks to provide a spiritual home that proclaims God's presence 

and love to all people by creating a welcoming environment for Christian spiritual growth 

through worship, fellowship, and education, joyfully celebrating God's love as disciples 

serving the community and the world. 
 

203 W. Calhoun   El Campo, Texas    979-543-3658 

www.firstpresbyterianelcampo.org    Facebook: firstpresbyterianelcampo 



 

                                 

First Presbyterian Church 
November 30, 2025   11:00 am         

 THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

All Are Welcome to Worship at First Presbyterian Church! 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

PRELUDE          Piece for the 1st Sunday of Advent        

                                      Alexis Chauvet, 1867 

WELCOME 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One: I was glad when they said to me,  

  “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

All: Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  

  to learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths. 

One: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

All: Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                   Allen Collins 

                                                                                 Arlette Pustejovsky 

One: The nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,  

neither shall they learn war any more. 

      After the first Advent Candle is lit: 

All: Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

*HYMN #88     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (stanzas 1, 2) 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: You know what time it is: 

All: Now is the time to wake from sleep. 

One: Salvation is near! 

All: Let us confess our sin. 
 

 

 

Piece for the 1st 

Sunday of Advent  -  

This French 

Romantic 

miniature, 

composed in 1867, 

opens the Advent 

Season with quiet 

expectancy. 

Chauvet, a Parisian 

organist and 

composer, weaves 

chant-like lines and 

gentle dissonances 

into a prayerful 

prelude... music 

that listens as much 

as it speaks. 

 

 

 

O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel -- This 

haunting plainsong, 

rooted in ninth-

century monastic 

chant, gives voice 

to Israel’s longings 

and ours. Each 

stanza echoes an 

ancient "O 

Antiphon," 

invoking Christ by 

prophetic titles—

Emmanuel, 

Wisdom, 

Dayspring, etc.—

while the refrain 

dares to rejoice 

even in waiting. 



 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of night and day,  

there is no shadow that can conceal our sin from you 

and no secret that you will not bring to light.  

 

For our greed and selfishness, 

forgive us, O God. 

For our preoccupation with worldly comforts, 

forgive us, O God. 

For our forgetfulness of the needy, the lonely, 

    the helpless and the oppressed, 

forgive us, O God. 

 

O God, forgive us our sins, 

renew us in love, 

and teach us to live in a way 

that brings honor and glory to your name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON/DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: In our baptism 

we were bathed in light  

and clothed with grace.  

Believe in God, friends! 

Believe the good news: 

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father,  

And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

World without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

HEARING OF THE WORD OF GOD 
 

CONVERSATIONS WITH THE CHILDREN 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

*Please stand in body or spirit. 

 

 



 

                                 

 

 

 

*HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING           Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me,  

"Let us go to the house of the Lord!" 

Our feet are standing within your gates,  

O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem—built as a city  

that is bound firmly together. 

To it the tribes go up,  

the tribes of the Lord,  

as was decreed for Israel,  

to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 

For there the thrones for judgment were set up,  

the thrones of the house of David. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  

"May they prosper who love you. 

Peace be within your walls,  

and security within your towers." 

For the sake of my relatives and friends  

I will say, "Peace be within you." 

For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,  

I will seek your good. 
 

One: The Word of the Lord 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

ANTHEM     Canticle of the Turning              Jimmy Barger, soloist 

                (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout) 

             Irish tune: STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

                      Arranged by Rory Cooney, 1990 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                       Matthew 24:36-44 
 

"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither 

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For 

as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son 

of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 

the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 

the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

 

Canticle of the 

Turning reimagines 

Mary’s Magnificat 

(Luke 1:46–55) in 

contemporary 

language. Paired 

with a lively Irish 

folk tune, it brims 

with energy and 

urgency, 

proclaiming God’s 

justice and the 

turning of the 

world’s order. Its 

refrain—"My heart 

shall sing of the 

day you bring… 

the world is about 

to turn"—captures 

a spirit of hope and 

transformation. 

 

 

 



 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; 

one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will 

be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will 

be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the 

owner of the house had known in what part of the night 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 

would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore 

you must be ready for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour." 
 

One: God always blesses the reading 

and hearing of Holy Scripture. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

SERMON               Living Between the Times           Rev. Jim DeMent 

Matthew 24:36: "But about that day and hour no one knows,  

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 
 

Silence and stillness 
 

*HYMN #104        O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

CALL TO GIVE 
 

OFFERTORY       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus     

                               (With Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring) 

                                  arr. Carolyne Taylor, 2001 
 

*THE DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  

Praise Him all creatures here below.  

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
 

 

 

O Lord, How Shall 

I Meet You -- 

Written by Paul 

Gerhardt during 

the turbulence of 

17th-century 

Germany, this 

hymn is both 

personal and 

liturgical—a soul 

preparing room for 

Christ. Set to the 

noble tune 

VALET WILL 

ICH DIR GEBEN, 

it blends Advent 

yearning with 

joyful welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus  

(with Jesu, Joy of 

Our Desiring) -- 

This meditative 

pairing unites two 

beloved Advent 

melodies: 

HYFRYDOL (for 

the hymn itself), 

and Bach’s 

flowing Jesu, 

Joy... Carolyne 

Taylor’s 

arrangement 

invites reflection 

on Christ’s 

coming, both 

longed-for and 

already near. 

 



 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

One: God of our salvation, 

 All: hear our prayers. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

     SERVICE OF ORDINATION, INSTALLATION,  

AND COMMISSIONING 
 

A LITNANY OF GIFTS 

One: There are varieties of gifts,  

but it is the same Spirit who gives them.  

All: There are different ways of serving God,  

but it is the same Lord who is served. 

One: God works through each person in a unique way,  

but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished. 

All: To each is given a gift of the Spirit  

to be used for the common good. 

One: Together we are the body of Christ,  

and individually members of it. 

 

STATEMENT ON ORDINATION 
 

THE RULING ELDERS AND THE YOUTH ELDER  

     COME FORWARD 

  Class of 2026 – Shawn Beechwood 

  Melba Clapp 

  Debra Hamma 

  BJ Swenson 

  Youth Elder –   Porter Beechwood 

 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH BY THE CHURCH 

One: Do you believe in God the Father? 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Come, Ye 

Thankful People, 

Come -- Though 

often sung at 

harvest time, this 

hymn’s deeper 

theme is 

eschatological: the 

final gathering of 

God’s people. 

Paired with 

George Elvey’s 

stately ST. 

GEORGE’S 

WINDSOR tune, 

the text is 

supported with 

regal warmth, 

reflecting Psalm 

122’s glad 

procession and 

Matthew’s 

watchful urgency. 

 

 

 

 

Recessionale -- 

With stately 

chords and 

confident motion, 

this postlude sends 

us forth in hope. 

Gerald Peterson’s 

writing balances 

dignity and 

warmth, emulating 

Advent’s call to 

prepare the way 

with joy and 

resolve. 



 

                                 

 

One: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

One: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS FOR RULING ELDERS AND YOUTH ELDER 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS FOR CONGREGATION 

 

*PRAYER OF ORDINATION, INSTALLATION, AND COMMISSIONING 

For the Laying on of the Hands, 

all Ruling Elders come forward and stand behind the 

candidates who are to be ordained, installed, and commissioned. 

 

DECLARATION OF ORDINATION, INSTALLATION, AND COMMISSIONING 

 

*HYMN  #367     Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  (stanzas 1, 3, 4) 

 

*CHARGE  

 

*BENEDICTION   

 

  



 

                                 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

And his righteousness, 

And all these things  

shall be added unto you,  

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

Ask and it shall be given unto you.  

Seek and ye shall find. 

Knock and the door  

shall be opened unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia! 

 

 

POSTLUDE                             Recessionale                  Gerald Peterson, 2012 

 

                       One License A-736067; CCLI #11514120 & 2046772 

 

 

Prayer List       

Dr. Bill & Deida Bourne   Charlie Van Eman 

Esther Bender    Keoki Willis 

Steve Porter    Colby Hauser 

Kin & Carol Halamicek  Scott Mollnar 

Sue Ritz    Gerald Grogan 

Suzanne Hauser 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: In Loving Memory of JoAnn Bender by John & Willie Bender 

 

THIS WEEK AT FPC:    

Monday, December 1st -  4:00 p.m. – Manna Meals 

Wednesday, December 3rd  6:00 p.m. – POW Christmas Pageant rehearsal 

Sunday, December 7th  11:00 a.m. – Worship Service & Choir Cantata 

 

 

CALL FOR A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025, 

PRECEDING THE 11:00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

Pursuant to a call by the Session, notice is hereby given of a Congregational Meeting 

of the members of First Presbyterian Church of El Campo to be held at the beginning of the 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service on Sunday, November 30, 2025. 


